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A happy amalgam of old, new,
exotic, and serene ideas from
the Caribbeqn s s 5w ey o mby i

callers, more hospitably received, were enticed to return and put down

roots. For life in the Caribbean has come to mean that rare kind of

enchantment known as living exactly as you please. If you like, ydu can

bring your chattels with you and set up housekeeping almost as you
did, say, in Peoria, Illinois. Or, you can go as native as a character in
a Maugham novel, surround yourself with the arts and crafts of the
islands, and eat the local lotus. Or, taking only what you like, you can
sample the cultures and customs of earlier settlers—French, Danish,
Dutch, English—and be a tropical cosmopolite. Some transplants
weave the whole skein of traditions into whatever garments best suit
them, then settle down in houses made as open as possible to the pre-
vailing breezes: houses that court the sun when it is wanted, mask it
out when it is not, and—in sunlight or shadow—are as effortlessly
maintained as a self-winding watch. On the following pages you will
see how a cross-section of island families like to live—a report inter-
spersed with any number of little ideas that reflect, even today, the
colonial settlers’ tastes and foibles. For an account of the delights

that the islands offer shorter-term visitors, please turn to page 16.

In St. Croiz, an ancient
rum distillery, reformed

The volcanic Eden the French named St. Croix has had any number of
tenants—the Arawaks, the Caribs, the Spanish, Dutch, English, French, and
Danes. Except for the Indians, who were content with water, all these in-
cumbents were fond of their rum, and fond of the money to be made from
distilling it for their cold-climate cousins. Out of one of these old distilleries,
Mr. and Mrs. Wendy Hilty have carved—via remodeling—their island
home. For them, island living means a European ambiance nicely tempered
with American practicality. Picturesque, Mediterranean in style, the house
is graced by a loggia, left, and two great front doors that slide apart, barn-
style. Snuggled under a hillock and the distillery’s old mill, opposite page,
new dressing room-guest bedrooms flank a deck and swimming pool, a hand-
some plunge lined to the gunwales with Florentine tile. (Continued)
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